
Selecting a Family Child Care Provider

Before choosing a Family Child Care provider:

· Interview several providers and visit their homes.  

· Take your child with you and see how he/she relates to the provider and other children.  

· Ask for references and speak to families whose children are currently enrolled.  

· Follow the checklist below to guide the interview process.

1. Is the home neat and clean with age-appropriate toys and equipment in good condition?  Is the house childproof?

2. What areas of the home are the children limited to?  How does the provider integrate her own children into the program?

3. Does the provider discuss each child's day with parents?

4. Is television use kept to a reasonable limit?

5. Does the caregiver use positive discipline methods appropriate to the age of the children?

6. Does the provider treat each child in a loving, caring, respectfull way?

7. Does the provider have a consistent substitute caregiver in case of an emergency?

8. Does the provider follow a curriculum and daily schedule?

9. If weapons are in the home, are they locked and inaccessible to children?  Is ammunition stored separately from firearms?

10.  Is the provider accredited or has she received formal training in child development?
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